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Toward the north the mighty barrier of the Alps isolates Italy
from the European mainland. This isolation has never been complete,
as even prehistoric man seems to have made use of the Alpine passes,
but it was sufficient to foster cultural and linguistic unity. Only since
the development of modern transportation facilities and the construc-
tion of tunnels have the central and western passes been of major im-
portance in the movement of goods or peoples. Toward the northeast
was a gateway which was of great historic importance, although used
only to a limited extent for commerce. This crossed the bare Carso
plateau over the Peartree and other passes, and connected the northern
plains and the head of the Adriatic with the Sava Valley, and thence
with the Danube Basin. Over this passed the ancient amber route,
and through it poured the Huns, Visigoths, Ostrogoths, Avars, Lom-
bards and other barbarian invaders. Later it was crossed by rail lines
connecting Trieste with Austria and the Danube Basin, It has always
been the weakest point in Italy's armor, and consequently it is not
surprising that the present kingdom was quick to recover control of its
passes following the World War.

The construction of the Alpine tunnels has placed Italy in, close
commercial contact-with central and northern Europe, while the con-
struction of the Suez Canal and the increased maritime activity on the
Mediterranean have put it in closer contact with the major water routes.
These changes have been reflected in increased commercial activity and
an extended range of interests.

CLIMATE

Italy combines within its boundaries the two great types of Euro-
pean climate, continental and Mediterranean. The Alpine slopes and the
Po Basin have a modified continental climate, with cool winters, hot
summers, and rainfall fairly evenly distributed throughout the year.
Milano (Milan) has a mean January temperature of 32.9 degrees
Fahrenheit, and a mean July temperature of 76.5 degrees Fahrenheit,
although extremes of 93.7 and 14.5 degrees Fahrenheit have been
recorded. It has an annual rainfall of some 40 inches, well distributed
throughout the year, but with a slight autumn maximum. Frequent
storms add to the stimulating character of the climate, and conse-
quently it is the portion of Italy which most closely approximates the
human optimum. It is also a section well suited for temperate crops.

In central Italy the seasonal extremes of temperature decrease and